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ORIGIN

N a beautiful autumn morning in 1835, it is said, a yellow post-
chaise was seen leaving the New Inn, Derby, and being driven
up the Dufficld Road into the country. In the post-chaise were
George Stephenson and his secretary, Charles Binns. The name
of George Stephenson and the date at once suggest railways, and
on this occasion they were intent on finding the best route for a

new line from Derby to Leeds. Two years later, after much local opposition
and Parliamentary battles, this project began to take shape under the name
of the North Midland Railway.

So it came to pass that in 1837 gangs of workmen were to be seen at
Clay Cross constructing a tunnel for the North Midland Railway. Superin-
tending these operations was George Stephenson, who, as soon as he saw
the vast mineral wealth revealed by the excavations of the workmen, conceived
the idea of forming a company to exploit these valuable natural resources.
From his fertile brain sprang the beginning of the Clay Cross Company, and
within a few years a great hive of industry had grown up in a neighbourhood
where a small and scattered village community had once led a placid and
uneventful existence.

George Stephenson not only realized the possibilities of coal, iron and
other minerals as 2 means of building up wealth and prosperity, but he also
saw how vital a factor in the success of such a commercial enterprise was
the new means of transport of which he was the pioncer and with which his
name will always be associated.

Founded in 1837, with George Stephenson himself as Chairman, the
Clay Cross Company quickly made a name for itself and its products became
known in almost every country in the world. The business continued to
expand all through the Victorian era, and, by continually studying and adopting
the latest developments, has won for itself an impregnable position as a leader
in the many industries in which it is engaged. It is, therefore, a source of
pride and gratification that the Company which first came into existence in
the year that Queen Victoria came to the throne should celebrate its centenary
in the Coronation year of Her Majesty’s great-grandson.
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